
A reading from the book of Genesis chapter 2 verses 
18-25:

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the 
ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and 
every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them. And whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all 
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of 
the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then 
the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man 
and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

The Word of the Lord.                   
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 104

Leader: May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

People: may the Lord rejoice in his works,
              who looks on the earth and it trembles,
              who touches the mountains and they smoke!

Leader: I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
              I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

People: May my meditation be pleasing to him,
              for I rejoice in the Lord.

Leader: Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
              and let the wicked be no more!

People: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
              Praise the Lord

All:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
 Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
 forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
              according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw 
the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 
have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Leader: You may be seated.
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Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen.
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