August 10, 2014

A reading from Genesis verses chapter 32 verses 22 through
30. You can find the reading on page 27 in your pew Bible.
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The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female
servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and
everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man
wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket,
and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
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Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said,
“I will not let you go unless you bless me.” And he said to him,
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your
name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that
you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the
name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to
face, and yet my life has been delivered.”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said,
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“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”
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And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Leader: You may be seated.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 10.
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Leader: Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand;
forget not the afflicted.
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People: Why does the wicked renounce God
and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”?
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Leader: But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation,
that you may take it into your hands;
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People: to you the helpless commits himself;
you have been the helper of the fatherless.
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Leader: Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer;
call his wickedness to account till you find none.
People: The LORD is king forever and ever;
the nations perish from his land.
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Leader: O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted;
you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear
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People: to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed,
so that man who is of the earth may strike terror
no more.
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All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

