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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
                    (allow them time to stand) 
              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
!
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he 
strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
!
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Leader: You may be seated. 
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Please join me in praying Psalm 24. 
!
Leader: The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, 
  the world and those who dwell therein, 
 
People: for he has founded it upon the seas 
  and established it upon the rivers. 
  
Leader: Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
  And who shall stand in his holy place? 
 
People: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
  who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
  and does not swear deceitfully. 
  
Leader: He will receive blessing from the LORD 
  and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 
People: Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
  who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
  
Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
  that the King of glory may come in. 
 
People: Who is this King of glory? 
  The LORD, strong and mighty, 
  the LORD, mighty in battle! 
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Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
  And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
  that the King of glory may come in. 
 
People: Who is this King of glory? 
  The LORD of hosts, 
  he is the King of glory! 
!
All:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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!
A reading from 1 Timothy 3.  You can find the reading on page 
992 in your pew Bible. 
!
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of 
overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be 
above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, 
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He 
must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his 
children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage 
his own household, how will he care for God's church? He must not 
be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well 
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a 
snare of the devil. 
!
Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not 
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must 
hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them 
also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove 
themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must be dignified, not 
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let deacons 
each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their 
own households well. For those who serve well as deacons gain a 
good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith 
that is in Christ Jesus. 
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I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so 
that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and 
buttress of the truth. Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 
godliness: 
!
 He was manifested in the flesh, 
  vindicated by the Spirit, 
   seen by angels, 
 proclaimed among the nations, 
  believed on in the world, 
   taken up in glory. 
!
The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God.


