December 24, 2014
A reading from Genesis chapter 3 verses 1 through 19.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field
that the LORD God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, “You shall not
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall
you touch it, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and

made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the
LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he
said, “| heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because
| was naked, and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to
eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
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and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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A reading from Isaiah chapter 9 verses 2 through 7.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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A reading from Micah chapter 5 verses 2-5

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength
of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
And he shall be their peace.

When the Assyrian comes into our land
and treads in our palaces,

then we will raise against him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men;

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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A reading from Zephaniah chapter 3 verses 14 through 18.

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
| will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke and Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there,
the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
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lying in @ manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.

"

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until
it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



