December 28, 2014
A reading from 1 Corinthians chapter 1 verse 26 through
chapter 2 verse 5. You can find the reading on page 952 in
your pew Bible.

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For |
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



December 28, 2014
Please join me in praying Psalm 131.

Leader: O LORD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;

People: | do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.

Leader: But | have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother:;
like a weaned child is my soul within me.

People: O Israel, hope in the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore.

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



December 28, 2014
Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and
he remained there with them and was baptizing. John also was
baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and
people were coming and being baptized (for John had not yet been put
in prison).

Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew
over purification. And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he
who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—Iook,
he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “A person
cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. You
yourselves bear me witness, that | said, ‘| am not the Christ, but | have
been sent before him.” The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now
complete. He must increase, but | must decrease.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



