
 September 20, 2015
A reading from Genesis chapter 25 verses 29 through 34.  You 
can find the reading on page 20 in your pew Bible. 

 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the 
field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat 
some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name 
was called Edom.) Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” Esau 
said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob 
said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright 
to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate 
and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his 
birthright. 

The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join me in praying Psalm 54. 

Leader: O God, save me by your name, 
  and vindicate me by your might. 

People: O God, hear my prayer; 
  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
  
Leader: For strangers have risen against me; 
  ruthless men seek my life; 

People: they do not set God before themselves. 
  
Leader: Behold, God is my helper; 
  the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

People: He will return the evil to my enemies; 
  in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
  
Leader: With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
  I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

People: For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
  and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
                    (allow them time to stand) 
              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him, ‘What 
is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your 
management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And the manager 
said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the 
management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I 
am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so that when I am 
removed from management, people may receive me into their 
houses.’ So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said 
to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred 
measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down 
quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said to another, ‘And how much do 
you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ The master commended the 
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world 
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons 
of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into 
the eternal dwellings. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Hebrews 12.12-17 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 
knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame 
may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace 
with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see 
the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that 
no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it 
many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like 
Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. For you know that 
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, 
for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.


