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A reading from Acts chapter 9 verses 1 through 19.  You can find 
the reading on page 917 in your pew Bible. 

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now 
as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a 
light from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground he 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be 
told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the 
ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they 
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And 
the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, 
he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on 
your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings 
and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must 
suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias departed and entered 
the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has 
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sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 
he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking 
food, he was strengthened. 

The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join me in praying Psalm 67. 

Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
  and make his face to shine upon us, 

People: that your way may be known on earth, 
  your saving power among all nations. 

Leader: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you! 
  
People: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity 
  and guide the nations upon earth. 

Leader: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you! 
   
People: The earth has yielded its increase; 
  God, our God, shall bless us. 

All:  God shall bless us; 
  let all the ends of the earth fear him! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
                    (allow them time to stand) 
              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic 
called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. In these lay a 
multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was 
there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus 
saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a 
long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down 
before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and 
walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed 
and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.


