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A reading from Malachi chapter 2 verse 1 through 16.  You can find 
the reading on page 801 in your pew Bible. 

“And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, if you 
will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of 
hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your 
blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay 
it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your 
faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it. 
So shall you know that I have sent this command to you, that my 
covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. My covenant 
with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a 
covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. True 
instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He 
walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from 
iniquity. For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people 
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the 
LORD of hosts. But you have turned aside from the way. You have 
caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the 
covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, and so I make you despised 
and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my 
ways but show partiality in your instruction.” 

Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then 
are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 
Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in 
Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the 
LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 
May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the 
man who does this, who brings an offering to the LORD of hosts! 

And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD's altar with tears, 
with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering 
or accepts it with favor from your hand. But you say, “Why does he 
not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of 
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your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your 
companion and your wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with 
a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God 
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let 
none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who 
does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So 
guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 

The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join me in praying Psalm 96. 

Leader: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
  tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, 
  his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
  he is to be feared above all gods. 

Leader: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
  but the LORD made the heavens. 

People: Splendor and majesty are before him; 
  strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
  
Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

All:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
  tremble before him, all the earth! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
                    (allow them time to stand) 
              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he 
entered Capernaum. Now a centurion had a servant who was sick 
and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. When the 
centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, 
asking him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to 
Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to 
have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one 
who built us our synagogue.” And Jesus went with them. When he 
was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to 
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof. Therefore I did not presume to come to you. 
But say the word, and let my servant be healed. For I too am a man 
set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard these things, 
he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, 
said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” And 
when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found 
the servant well. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.


