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A reading from Romans chapter 5 verse 12 through 21.  You can 
find this reading on page 942 of your pew Bible. 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned
— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is 
not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression 
of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one 
man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift 
by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And 
the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free 
gift following many trespasses brought justification. For if, because of 
one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more 
will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one 
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as 
by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 
the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the 
law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join me in praying Psalm 25. 

Leader: Good and upright is the Lord; 
  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

People: He leads the humble in what is right, 
  and teaches the humble his way. 

Leader: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
  for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

People: For your name's sake, O Lord, 
  pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

Leader: Who is the man who fears the Lord? 
  Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 

People: His soul shall abide in well-being, 
  and his offspring shall inherit the land. 

Leader: The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, 
  and he makes known to them his covenant. 

People: My eyes are ever toward the Lord, 
  for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

Leader: Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  for I am lonely and afflicted. 

People: The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 
  bring me out of my distresses. 
  Consider my affliction and my trouble,  
  and forgive all my sins. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Leader:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he 
answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of 
the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and 
“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering 
to him. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.


