April 15, 2018

A reading from 1 John chapter 1 verse 1 through chapter 2
verse 2. You can find this reading on page 1021 of your pew
Bible.
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim
to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you,
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 98.
Leader: Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
People: His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
Leader: The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness
in the sight of the nations.
People: He has remembered his steadfast
love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
Leader: All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
People: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” But they
were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch
me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before
them.
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suﬀer and on the third day rise from the dead, and
that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

