September 22, 2013

A reading from the book of Genesis chapter 1 verses 3
through 25:
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And
God made the expanse and separated the waters that were
under the expanse from the waters that were above the
expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven.
And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good.
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
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according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for
signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be
lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night
—and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse
of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and
every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm,
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures
according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And
God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and
the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 104
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
O Lord my God, you are very great!
People: You are clothed with splendor and majesty,
covering yourself with light as with a garment,
stretching out the heavens like a tent.
Leader: He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;
People: he makes the clouds his chariot;
he rides on the wings of the wind;
Leader: he makes his messengers winds,
his ministers a flaming fire.
People: He set the earth on its foundations,
so that it should never be moved.
Leader: You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
People: At your rebuke they fled;
at the sound of your thunder they took to flight.
Leader: The mountains rose, the valleys sank down
to the place that you appointed for them.
People: You set a boundary that they may not pass,
so that they might not again cover the earth.
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Leader: You may be seated.

