November 10, 2013

A reading from the book of Genesis chapter 3 verses
12-24:

The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” Then the Lord God said to
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you above all livestock

and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,

and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,

and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree

of which | commanded you,

“You shall not eat of it,’

cursed is the ground because of you;
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in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living. And the Lord God made for Adam and for
his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like
one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his
hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever
—" therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove
out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed
the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to
guard the way to the tree of life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 130

Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!
O Lord, hear my voice!

People: Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!

Leader: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?

People: But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

Leader: | wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;

People: my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

Leader: O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.

People: And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God,
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Leader: You may be seated.
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Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.



