December 1, 2013
A reading from the book of Ruth chapter 1 verses 1-5:

In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the
land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. The name
of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They
were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.
These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah
and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten
years, and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman
was left without her two sons and her husband.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 124

Leader: But for you, O Lord, do | wait;
it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer.

People: For | said, “Only let them not rejoice over me,
who boast against me when my foot slips!”

Leader: For | am ready to fall,
and my pain is ever before me.

People: | confess my iniquity;
| am sorry for my sin.

Leader: But my foes are vigorous, they are mighty,
and many are those who hate me wrongfully.

People: Those who render me evil for good
accuse me because | follow after good.

Leader: Do not forsake me, O Lord!
O my God, be not far from me!

People: Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation!

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the
father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of
Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the
King.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the father of
Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram
the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the
father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father
of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and
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Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim,
and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud,
and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who
is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon
fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ fourteen generations.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Leader: You may be seated.
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Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.



