December 8, 2013

A reading from the book of Ruth 2:17-20, 3:1-13
So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out
what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley.
And she took it up and went into the city. Her mother-in-law
saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her
what food she had left over after being satisfied. And her
mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today? And
where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice
of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had
worked and said, “The man's name with whom I worked today
is Boaz.” And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be
blessed by the Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken the
living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close
relative of ours, one of our redeemers.”
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter,
should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you? Is
not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were?
See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.
Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and
go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known
to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. But when
he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and
uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.”
And she replied, “All that you say I will do.” So she went down
to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had
commanded her. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his
heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of
grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay
down.
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At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold,
a woman lay at his feet! He said, “Who are you?” And she
answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over
your servant, for you are a redeemer.” And he said, “May you
be blessed by the Lord, my daughter. You have made this last
kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after
young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do
not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow
townsmen know that you are a worthy woman. And now it is
true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than
I. Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you,
good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then,
as the Lord lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the
morning.”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 72

!

Leader: Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
People: May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
Leader: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people
and the hills, in righteousness!
People: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
Leader: May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon,
throughout all generations!
People: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

!
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

!

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:

!

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us).

!

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

!

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord

!

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

!

Leader: You may be seated.

December 8, 2013

Prayer of Confession

!

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

