February 16, 2014

A reading from the book of Revelation chapter 21 verses 9
through 27.
Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come,
I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried
me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were
inscribed—on the east three gates, on the north three gates,
on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold
to measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies
foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured
the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and
height are equal. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by
human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement.
The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like
clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were
adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth
onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth
beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street
of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.
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And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God
the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its
lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the
Lamb's book of life.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 122
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Leader: I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
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People: Our feet have been standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem!
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Leader: Jerusalem—built as a city
that is bound firmly together,
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People: to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord,
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Leader: as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
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People: There thrones for judgment were set,
the thrones of the house of David.
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Leader: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they be secure who love you!
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People: Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers!”
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Leader: For my brothers and companions' sake
I will say, “Peace be within you!”
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People: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek your good.
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All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
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People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there.
And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins
of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told
those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not
make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”

!

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing
these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and
in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up
in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
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Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Leader: You may be seated.
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Prayer of Confession
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Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

