March 2, 2014

A reading from the book of Revelation chapter 22 verses 6
through 21.

And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And
the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his
angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

“And behold, | am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps
the words of the prophecy of this book.”

|, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And
when | heard and saw them, | fell down to worship at the feet
of the angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, “You
must not do that! | am a fellow servant with you and your
brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of
this book. Worship God.”

And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy
of this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and
the holy still be holy.”

“Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me,
to repay each one for what he has done. | am the Alpha and
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city
by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood.

‘I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these
things for the churches. | am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star.”
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The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who
hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the
one who desires take the water of life without price.

| warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his
share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described
in this book.

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 99

Leader: The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!

People: He sits enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth quake!

Leader: The Lord is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.

People: Let them praise your great and awesome name!
Holy is he!

Leader: The King in his might loves justice.

People: You have established equity;
you have executed justice
and righteousness in Jacob.

Leader: Exalt the Lord our God;
worship at his footstool!

People: Holy is he!

Leader: Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called
upon his name.
They called to the Lord, and he answered them.

People: In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;
they kept his testimonies
and the statute that he gave them.
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Leader: O Lord our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.

People: Exalt the Lord our God,
and worship at his holy mountain;
for the Lord our God is holy!

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And
behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with
him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here.
If you wish, | will make three tents here, one for you and one
for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from
the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell
on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man
is raised from the dead.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Leader: You may be seated.
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Prayer of Confession

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.



