February 8, 2015

A reading from Isaiah chapter 40 verses 21 through 26. You
can find the reading on page 164 in your pew Bible.
Do you not know? Do you not hear?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations
of the earth?
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
who brings princes to nothing,
and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows on them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
To whom then will you compare me,
that I should be like him? says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these?
He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name,
by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power
not one is missing.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 147.
Leader: Praise the LORD!
For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
People: The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
Leader: He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
People: He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
Leader: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
People: The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So
he went and washed and came back seeing.
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is
he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the
man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and
received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not
know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they
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said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” (His parents said these things because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.)
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know,
that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do
to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” And they reviled
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is an
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would
you teach us?” And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
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it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him,
“Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

