July 26, 2015

A reading from Genesis chapters 15 and 16. You can find the
reading on page 10 in your pew Bible.
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you
have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my
heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female
Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram,
“Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to
my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram
listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the
land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in to
Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived,
she looked with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai said to Abram, “May
the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt.
May the LORD judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai,
“Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then
Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 37.
Leader: Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
People: fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
over the man who carries out evil devices!
Leader: Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!
Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.
People: For the evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
Leader: In just a little while, the wicked will be no more;
though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there.
People: But the meek shall inherit the land
and delight themselves in abundant peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came
again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and
taught them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had
been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him,
“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?”
This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.
And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him
who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” And
once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But when they heard
it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus
was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up and
said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She
said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and
from now on sin no more.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

