July 31, 2016

A reading from Nahum chapter 1 verses 1 through 8. You can find
the reading on page 782 in your pew Bible.
An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of
Elkosh.
The LORD is a jealous and avenging God;
the LORD is avenging and wrathful;
the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries
and keeps wrath for his enemies.
The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,
and the LORD will by no means clear the guilty.
His way is in whirlwind and storm,
and the clouds are the dust of his feet.
He rebukes the sea and makes it dry;
he dries up all the rivers;
Bashan and Carmel wither;
the bloom of Lebanon withers.
The mountains quake before him;
the hills melt;
the earth heaves before him,
the world and all who dwell in it.
Who can stand before his indignation?
Who can endure the heat of his anger?
His wrath is poured out like fire,
and the rocks are broken into pieces by him.
The LORD is good,
a stronghold in the day of trouble;
he knows those who take refuge in him.
But with an overflowing flood
he will make a complete end of the adversaries,
and will pursue his enemies into darkness.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

July 31, 2016

Please join me in praying Psalm 104.
Leader: When you send forth your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.
People: May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works,
Leader: who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke!
People: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
Leader: May my meditation be pleasing to him,
for I rejoice in the LORD.
People: Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more!
Leader: Bless the LORD, O my soul!
People: Praise the LORD!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

July 31, 2016

Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears, let him hear.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

