August 14, 2016

A selection of readings from Malachi.
“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a
father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear?
says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name.
But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’ By offering
polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted
you?’ By saying that the LORD's table may be despised. When you
offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer
those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your
governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of
hosts.
Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So
guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to
the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not love his wife but
divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment
with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and do not be faithless.”
Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have
we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions.
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I
will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you
a blessing until there is no more need.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

August 14, 2016

Please join me in praying Psalm 82.
Leader: God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
People: “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked?
Leader: Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;
maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
People: Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
Leader: They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
People: I said, “You are gods,
sons of the Most High, all of you;
Leader: nevertheless, like men you shall die,
and fall like any prince.”
People: Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for you shall inherit all the nations!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already
kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my
distress until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from
now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two
and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-inlaw against mother-in-law.”
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat,’ and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

