August 28, 2016

A reading from Daniel chapter 3 verses 13 through 30. You can
find the reading on page 740 in your pew Bible.

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men
before the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve
my gods or worship the golden image that | have set up? Now if
you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and
worship the image that | have made, well and good. But if you do
not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king,
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.
If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O
king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of
his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was
usually heated. And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into
the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their
cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they
were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. Because the king's order
was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed
those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound
into the burning fiery furnace.
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Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste.
He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound
into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”
He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in the
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery
furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the
satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors
gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over
the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed,
their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon
them. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God. Therefore | make a decree:
Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from
limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is
able to rescue in this way.” Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 84.

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

All:

O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob!

Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed!

For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield;
the LORD bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly.

O LORD of hosts,
blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What | tell you in the
dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot Kill
the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in
hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more
value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me
before men, | also will acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven, but whoever denies me before men, | also will deny before
my Father who is in heaven.

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



