September 18, 2016

A reading from Ephesians chapter 1 verses 11 through 21. You
can find this reading on page 976 of your pew Bible.
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to
the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes
of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness
of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Join me as we pray and sing Psalm 42. I will read a portion of the
Psalm, and then you will be led in this repeated sung response.
Vocalist: Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation and my God.
Leader: As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
People: Sung Response
Leader: When shall I come and appear before God?
My tears have been my food
day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”
People: Sung Response
Leader: These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
and lead them in procession to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
a multitude keeping festival.
My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you
People: Sung Response
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.
(allow them time to stand)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to him, ‘What
is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your
management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And the manager
said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the
management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I
am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so that when I am
removed from management, people may receive me into their
houses.’ So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said
to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said to another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ The master commended the
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons
of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into
the eternal dwellings.
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

