
 September 25, 2016
A selection of readings from James chapter 1.  You can find 
this reading on page 1011 of your pew Bible. 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously 
to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in 
faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him. 

The Word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
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Join me as we pray and sing Psalm 147.  I will read a portion of the 
Psalm, and then you will be led in this repeated sung response. 

Vocalist: It is good to sing praises to our God 
  A song of praise is fitting 
  He is just, He provides, He restores all things 
  We will sing, “Great is Our Lord!” 

Leader: Praise the LORD! 
  The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
  he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
  He heals the brokenhearted 
  and binds up their wounds. 

All:   Sung Response 

Leader: He determines the number of the stars; 
  he gives to all of them their names. 
  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
  his understanding is beyond measure. 
  The LORD lifts up the humble; 
  he casts the wicked to the ground. 

All:   Sung Response  
  
Leader: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
  make melody to our God on the lyre! 
  He covers the heavens with clouds; 
  he prepares rain for the earth; 
  he makes grass grow on the hills. 

All:   Sung Response 
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Leader: He gives to the beasts their food, 
  and to the young ravens that cry. 
  His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
  nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 
  but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
  in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

People: Sung Response 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Leader: Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
                    (allow them time to stand) 
              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
              according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. 

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.


