March 19, 2017

A reading from Exodus chapter 17 verses 1 through 7. You can
find this reading on page 59 of your pew Bible.
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the
Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people
to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give
us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did
you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the Lord
said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of
the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the
rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out
of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and
because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or
not?”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please join me in praying Psalm 95.
Leader: Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
People: For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Leader: Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
People: when your fathers put me to the test
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
Leader: For forty years I loathed that generation
and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart,
and they have not known my ways.”
People: Therefore I swore in my wrath,
“They shall not enter my rest.”
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

